Rapport de l’exécutif

Gaétan-Philippe Beaulière

Du 30 septembre au 27 octobre 2009

SECTION 1 – Rencontres et comités

a) Rencontres de l’exécutif et du Bureau de direction. 6, 13 et 20 octobre

b) Rencontre de l’exécutif provincial de la FCÉÉ-O. 3 et 4 octobre 2009.

L’essentiel des discussions a porté sur le journée d’action provinciale. Nous avons également eu une rencontre avec le Ministre des Collèges, des Universités et de la Formation, John Milloy.

c) Rencontre avec la FÉSP. 6 oct.
d) Rencontre de concertation sur l’espace étudiant. 6 et 20 octobre.
Des représentant-e-s de GRIPO, La Rotonde, The Fulcrum, la FÉUO, CHUO ainsi que d’autres étudiant-e-s étaient présent-e-s. Discussed common goals and priorities with regards to the management of space in the UCU.

e) Meeting with representative of Association of Research Librairies. Oct. 7th. 

Raised concerns with regards to access to research and the GSAÉD interest in working in collaboration with them on copyright reform and Open Access legislation. 

f) La Rotonde BoD. Oct. 7th.

g) Meeting with Allan Rock and Victor Simon re : UCU. Oct. 9th.

Discussed concerns with regards to UCU management. Agreed to have more frequent UCMB meetings, and acknowledged that some of the most questionable decisions that were made recently (ie : new ads in UCU, leases with private business) should have been approved by the UCMB, where students have a majority of seats.

h) Drop fees local and regional meetings. Oct. 13th, 15th and 22nd.

Discussed the organization of the Day of Action as well as an “Halloween Action” that will take place on the 29th.

i) Student universal bus pass. Oct. 23rd.

Meeting with representatives from the SFUO, CUSA, GSA Carleton, Dany Albert, sustainable transport coordinator for the University and Shawn Menard from the City of Ottawa to discuss the implementation of a universal bus passes for all students from both universities.

j) National Lobby Week. Oct 19th - 22nd 

Met with MPs and Senators from all political parties on the hill to promote the “Education Action Plan” recently released by the Canadian Federation of Student (www.cfs-fcee.ca). Stressed that recent cuts to granting councils have a negative impact on research and cause brain drain.

k) Student Issues Action Committee. Oct. 27th.

Discussed “ Right to Research “ Statement (www.righttoresearch.org) and agreed to sign it. Organized for the Provincial Day of Action.

SECTION 2 – ENTREVUES

a) avec La Rotonde pour discuter des dossiers sur lesquels travaille la GSAÉD

b) avec The Fulcrum au sujet des efforts déployés par la GSAÉD pour réduire les coûts des laissez-passer étudiants de la STO
c) avec CHUO pour commenter le panel sur la commercialisation
SECTION 3 – PROJETS EN COURS

a) Laissez-passer étudiants
Notre objectif principal pour l’instant est d’explorer les avenues qui permettraient de rendre les laissez-passer étudiants de la STO plus abordables.

b) UCU

J’ai organisé diverses rencontres avec les organisations financées par les étudiant-e-s, et préparé la documentation synthétisant la position de la GSAÉD.

c) À bas les frais

J’ai participé à l’organisation régionale de la journée d’action provinciale.

d) Commercialisation

J’ai organisé, en collaboration avec l’administration de l’Université, le panel sur la commercialisation.

e) « Optimisation des ressources » 

J’ai contribué à la rédaction d’une lettre envoyée à Allan Rock et de communiqués de presse.

SECTION 4 – TÂCHES RÉGULIÈRES

· J’ai tenu un kiosque durant la journée portes ouvertes des cycles supérieurs

· J’ai rédigé, revu et traduit des communiqués de presse et des lettres.

· Révision de posters pour le 5 nov., etc.

GSAÉD Executive Report

Gaétan-Philippe Beaulière

September 30, 2009 – October 27th, 2009

SECTION 1 – MEETINGS/COMMITTEES ATTENDED

d) Executive and Board meetings. Oct. 6st, 13th, 20th.

e) CFS-O Provincial executive Meeting. Oct. 3-4. 

Discussed the organization of the Provincial Day of Action. Had a lobby session with Training, Colleges and Universities Minister John Milloy.

f) Meeting with the FGPS. Oct. 6th 
d) Student Space Collaboration Meeting. Oct. 6th and 20th.
Representatives from OPIRG, La Rotonde, The Fulcrum, the SFUO, CHUO as well as other students were in attendance. Discussed common goals and priorities with regards to the management of space in the UCU.

e) Meeting with representative of Association of Research Librairies. Oct. 7th. 

Raised concerns with regards to access to research and the GSAÉD interest in working in collaboration with them on copyright reform and Open Access legislation. 

l) La Rotonde BoD. Oct. 7th.

m) Meeting with Allan Rock and Victor Simon re : UCU. Oct. 9th.

Discussed concerns with regards to UCU management. Agreed to have more frequent UCMB meetings, and acknowledged that some of the most questionable decisions that were made recently (ie : new ads in UCU, leases with private business) should have been approved by the UCMB, where students have a majority of seats.

n) Drop fees local and regional meetings. Oct. 13th, 15th and 22nd.

Discussed the organization of the Day of Action as well as an “Halloween Action” that will take place on the 29th.

o) Student universal bus pass. Oct. 23rd.

Meeting with representatives from the SFUO, CUSA, GSA Carleton, Dany Albert, sustainable transport coordinator for the University and Shawn Menard from the City of Ottawa to discuss the implementation of a universal bus passes for all students from both universities.

p) National Lobby Week. Oct 19th - 22nd 

Met with MPs and Senators from all political parties on the hill to promote the “Education Action Plan” recently released by the Canadian Federation of Student (www.cfs-fcee.ca). Stressed that recent cuts to granting councils have a negative impact on research and cause brain drain.

q) Student Issues Action Committee. Oct. 27th.

Discussed “ Right to Research “ Statement (www.righttoresearch.org) and agreed to sign it. Organized for the Provincial Day of Action.

SECTION 2 – INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA RELATIONS

d) with La Rotonde to talk about the work that is being done currently at GSAÉD

e) with The Fulcrum to discuss current efforts to reduce the cost of the STO student bus pass
f) with CHUO to comment on the panel discussion on commercialization
SECTION 3 – ONGOING PROJECTS

f) Student bus passes
Our focus is currently on making the STO student bus passes more affordable.

g) UCU

Organized meetings with student-levied organizations; drafted GSAÉD position documents.

h) Commercialization

Organized, in collaboration with the University admin, the panel on commercialization.

i) Drop Fees

Contributed to regional and local organizing.

j) “Resource Optimization”

Helped draft and review letter to Allan Rock, as well as press release.

SECTION 4 – REGULAR TASKS

· Tabled during Grad Open House

· Drafted, reviewed and translated press releases and letters

· Edited posters and promotional material for the Day of Action

· Etc.

GSAÉD Executive Report

Gerardo Barajas-Garrido, Finance Commissioner

September 29 – October 27, 2009

SECTION 1 – MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES ATTENDED   


Board and Executive meetings.


I chair the Health Plan, the Academic Projects Fund (APF), the Capital Building Fund (CBF) and the Finance committees.


I sit in the Interdisciplinary Conference Committee, the Café Nostalgica Committee and the Academic Projects Fund (APF) Working Group. I am also the graduate representative in the Commission on Graduate Studies in the Humanities.

a) Transfer – October 5

The 5th of October I transferred $200,000.00 from our 101-746-6 Account to our 50161890 Investment Account, which has a higher interest. As of October 27, the former has $84,594.80 in it and the later $300,271.89. As for our GIC that matures in December, its balance is $60,000.00.

b) Meeting with FGPS – October 6

We met with the Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (FGPS). They will contribute to pay for CAGS, as it has been done in the past. The APF Working Group will meet the 20th of October.

c) Meeting with the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) – October 7

A group of graduate students, as well as Gaétan Beaulière (External Commissioner) and me met with representatives of ARL and the library of the U of O. ILLs are doing fine, the library has been acquiring many e-books, it is also digitalizing some others, and those who are damaged are being repaired or replaced.


ARL is also a group that advocates for a fair copyright policy and open access to information.

d) Health Plan Bank Account – October 13

I am now one of the signing authorities of this account. The other is our Execute Coordinator, Lucie Morin.

e) Financial Committee (F-C) Meeting – October 13

APF


We decided to recommend two options to the FGPS: a) Increase the number of travel grants, from 3 to 4, of students doing their PhD; and from 2 to 3 of students doing their masters. b) Increase the allocated amounts of the zone map, and provide financial help ($500.00) to graduate students organizing departmental conferences.


E-loans


See Ongoing Projects section e).

f) APFWG Meeting – October 20

The Academic Projects Fund Working Group (APFWG) discussed ways the $15,000.00 that the vice-president of the University of Ottawa, François Houle, promised to give to GSAÉD through FGPS. The F-C’s option B was seen as the only viable one.

g) Commission on Graduate Studies in the Humanities – October 26

I talked about GSAÉD and what it does and asked the representatives of each department to provide financial support to students who go to conferences, as well as their support on Nov the 5th to allow students to skip classes. This last point, however, seems to be left at the professor’s discretion.

SECTION 2 – ONGOING PROJECTS

a) Health Plan Survey


We have gathered and summarized the answers graduate students have sent to us.


On October 6 it was sent again to the SFUO, but now to Colin Goldfinch, the new SFUO Health Plan Coordinator, and he said he would distribute it among all undergraduate students.
b) ILL (Inter-Library Loans)

So far the pilot project goes well. A thorough review, though, will be done in December and January in order to know if it will continue or not. So far the Library of the University will keep paying for ILLs until the end of April 2010.


The Ottawa Morisset Library has given us the following statistics:









02-Jan-2008 to 31-Dec-2008


Graduate Students:
Copy
2,593

58.80 % of all users.





Loan
3,517

52.38 % of all users.





Total
6,110

54.93 % of all users.








02-Jan-2009 to 02-Oct-2009


Graduate Students:
Copy
1,855

51.41% of all users.





Loan
3,372

48.67 % of all users.





Total
5,227

49.61 % of all users.


The Library Morisset has also given us a rough estimate of the cost of the ILL program. It borrowed 4,410 articles in 2008/09. The cost of this was $43,718. That makes the average cost per article about $9.91. From January to October this year, graduate students have borrowed 1,855 articles. If their calculation of the average cost per article is correct, that would come to $18,383 to date this year.
c) Departmental APFs

We are in a transition period. For this time, late applications will be taken into consideration. November 1st is the deadline for departmental late applications.


Remember the dates:

  March 1st – for conferences between May 1st and August 31st 

  July 1st – for conferences between September 1st and December 31st
  November 1st – for conferences between January 1st and April 30th

d) Online applications for APFs, Emergency loans and ILLs


The 13th of October, our Administrative and Health Plan Coordinator, Elizabeth MacKay, Ben Lewis, from CFS (Canadian Federation of Students), and I met in order to discuss them. We agreed to hire someone to fix them. Through CFS, therefore, I have hired someone from FosterInteractive.
e) E-Loans


The Finance Committee met the 13th of October. We decided that the way to switch from e-loans to e-grants is to follow the guidelines the University of Carleton has followed and to allocate $5,000.00 for this purpose. The amount each person can receive is $250.00 per academic year. An E-loan committee, formed by the Internal Commissioner, the Finance Commissioner and the Executive Coordinator, will evaluate each case. A detailed document will be available in GSAÉD’s website.

SECTION 3 – REGULAR TASKS

a) Paying and recording different kinds of bills and expenses (for office supplies, departmental disbursements, APF, E-loans, Visa, Subsidies… etc)

b) Depositing cheques at the bank and recording deposits

c) Managing Payrolls and Tax payments

d) Monitoring GSAÉD finances

e) Monitoring the GSAÉD Health Plan

