Academic Projects Fund
October 13th, 2009

Present:

Irena Makaryk (Vice-Dean of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies) FGPS

Denis Bouchard (Chief Administrative Officer) FGPS

Maryam Haghighi (Second Vice-President) CUPE 2626

Lucie Morin (Executive Coordinator) GSAÉD

Gerardo Barajas-Garrido (Finance Commissioner) GSAÉD
Preamble


The internal restructuring of the GSAÉD budget has resulted in the necessity of cutting $22,000.00 from its budget for graduate students who present their research at conferences abroad and within Canada. GSAÉD representatives made a successful appeal to François Houle (Vice-President, Academic Provost of the University of Ottawa), who promised to cover part of that shortfall by providing $15,000.00 to GSAÉD through the FGPS (the way this will be done and managed was not discussed).

Representatives from the FGPS, CUPE 2626, APTPUO and GSAÉD agreed to meet in order to discuss the best ways such funding for graduate students could be distributed.
Report
The meeting was held on October 13, 2009.

GSAÉD advanced two proposals on the best way to use the aforementioned funds:
a) Increase the number of times FGPS can fund a student – PhD, from 3 to 4; Master’s, from 1 to 2.
b) Increase the amount per zone but retain the same number of times a student may be funded.

In discussing these possibilities, it was noted that, according to statistics gathered by the FGPS, few graduate students travelled to four conferences. It was therefore decided to take up option b: augment the amount per zone. 


FGPS has been pushing the administration to link the FGPS budget to the number of graduate students, instead of receiving a fixed amount while the number of graduate students increases. A more precise picture of the budgetary situation will not become available until late December or early January.

One thing to determine is if this $15,000.00 will be given once or each year from now on.

Members were reminded that the FGPS offers up to $500 for on-campus graduate student conferences.


For more information, please contact the GSAÉD Finance Commissioner at: finance@gsaed.ca.


Sincerely yours,

Academic Projects Fund Working Group
