GSAÉD Executive Report

Gaétan-Philippe Beaulière

October 28th to November 24th 2009

SECTION 1 – MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES ATTENDED

a) Executive and Board meetings. November 3rd, 10th, 17th.

b) Negotiations over the Student’s Declaration of Rights. November 2nd.

Continuation of negotiations with the cabinet of VP Governance.


c) Meeting with members of the executive from section 2626 of SCFP, APUO and PSUO. October 28th and November 18th. Discussed numerous policies and subjects related to the University as a whole. 

d) Meeting with members of the SFUO executive. Many occasions throughout the month. 
e) Canadian Association for the Graduate Studies (CAGS)

I assisted at the AGA of CAGS and took part in numerous discussions and debates on different subjects including : Open access to research material, University of Toronto’s imposed library fees to students from other universities, new addition of one student to the CA of the subsidizing councils, etc. Many workshops were directed to administrators managing superior studies programs. The existence of student representatives is nevertheless extremely crucial, because it offsets the often administrative attitude of senior members and the dean.

f) FÉSP meetings. November 18th.

I presented a brief summary of the services and campaigns undertaken by GSAÉD as well as participated in a meeting as a voting member on behalf of Gerardo Barajas-Garrido.

i) Meeting with the STO. October 30th. 

We discussed different solutions and strategies to reduce the costs of a student bus pass, as well as the possibility of adopting a universal bus pass for students with the STO buses. 
j) FCÉÉ General Assembly. November 25th-29th.
I participated at the FCÉÉ General Assembly accompanied by the DSP N. Gougeon.
SECTION 2 – Interviews and Public relations

Over the last month, I have held interviews over the universal bus pass; the departures of members of the executive and replacement options; the decisions made during AGA of FCÉÉ and their consequences ; the elaboration process of the ressource optimisation plan and its impact on the quality of education offered to unviversity students ; the increase in graduate studies student at Ottawa University; the increase in funding for research at Ottawa University.

SECTION 3 – Ongoing Projects

a) Ombudsman
I worked at ensuring proper representation of graduate studies students on the Consultation Committee.

b) Lower Tuition Fees

At the beginning of the month, before my departure to the AGA of CAGS, I collaborated on the last minute preparations for the provincial day of action, most notably the coordination of speeches (CUPE, GSAÉD, CAUT).

c) 
Student Declaration of Rights
Negotiations surrounding the Declaration continued throughout the month of November.

SECTION 4 – Regular Responsibilities 

· Present at the GSAÉD table during the orientation week exhibition.

· Organised and coordinated information sessions about GSAÉD for orientation week.
· Drafted, revised and translated press releases.

