GSAÉD Executive Report

Gaétan-Philippe Beaulière

August 25th, 2009 – September 29th, 2009

SECTION 1 – MEETINGS/COMMITTEES ATTENDED

e) Executive and Board meetings. Sept. 1st, 15th, 22nd.

f) “Tools for change” Conference organizing meeting. August 3rd, 11th and 24th. 

Participated in a meeting to organize a conference on social change to be held on Sept. 25th- 27th. 

g) Meeting with members of the CUPE, APUO and APTUO and ASUO executive. Sept. 14th and 28th Discussed various university policies that affect members of all organizations (Policy 92)

e) Meeting with members of the executive of the SFUO (President Seamus Wolfe and VP University Affairs Ted Horton). Various occasion during the month.

g) “We Ride” Coalition Meeting. August 26th.

Coordinated lobbying efforts, media outreach, etc. “We Ride” Coalition is the name of a group of people working the have the age-cap for student bus passes removed. 

i) Meeting with VP Governance Diane Davidson. Sept. 1st and 22nd 

Discussed declaration of students’ rights and upcoming panel discussion on naming.

SECTION 2 – INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA RELATIONS

a) with La Rotonde, The Fulcrum, Le Droit, CBC, L’Express, U of T Student newspaper and many others. A press conference was also held before the City Council meeting at which the motion to rescind the age cap was presented, on Sept. 1st.

Subject : The City Council adopted a new policy that will prevent students older that 27 year from benefiting from student fares for bus passes.

Message : This policy is ill-conceived. Regardless of their age, students face the same financial barriers in attending post-secondary education. This policy is particularly worrisome for graduate students since it is virtually impossible to complete a Ph.D before turning 28.

SECTION 3 – ONGOING PROJECTS

a) Tools of Change
Helped coordinate workshops and presentations, etc.

b) Bus Pass Campaign

Organized regional meetings, collected petitions signatures, wrote press releases, sent letters to councilors, prepared “Myths/Facts” documents, made a presentation at the Transit Committee meeting, attended the City Council meeting, etc.

c) Drop Fees

Collected petition signatures.

SECTION 4 – REGULAR TASKS

· Tabled during CUPE BBQ

· Hosted and helped organized one of the Orientation session at the beginning of the month
· Drafted, reviewed and translated press releases

