GSAÉD Executive Report

Gerardo Barajas-Garrido, Finance Commissioner

July 28 – August 24, 2009
SECTION 1 – MEETINGS AND COMMITTEES ATTENDED   


Board and Executive meetings.


I chair the Health Plan, the Academic Projects Fund (APF), the Capital Building Fund (CBF) and the Finance committees.


I sit in the University Affairs Committee, the Café Nostalgica Committee and the Academic Projects Fund (APF) Working Group. I am also the graduate representative in the Commission on Graduate Studies in the Humanities.

a) Meeting with Federico Carvajal – August 4

Federico Carvajal (CFS Ontario representative) and I met in order to go over what needs to be fixed in the online tools (APF, E-Loans & ILL).
b) New Investment Account – August 4

A new investment account was opened with RBC Dominion Securities in order to generate more interest. $150,000.00 dollars were transferred to this new account.

c) Interdisciplinary Conference Meeting – August 5

As part of the University Affairs Committee, we continued planning the next conference. The call for papers is ready now.

d) Meeting with Gerry Matlashewski – August 11

I met with Mr. Matlashewski, our broker for the Health Plan, and talked about the payment GSAÉD has to give to Green Shield, our health insurance provider. We also went over a possible addition to the current insurance of GSAÉD.

e) Meeting with Gary Slater and François Houle – August 18

We talked with Gary Slater (Dean of the Faculty of Graduate Studies) and François Houle (Vice-President Academic and Provost) about the GSAÉD 13th Interdisciplinary Conference, APF funding and creating a new APF Working Group that will keep the work of the previous one.

f) Meeting of the SFUO and GSAÉD with the Administration  – August 11

Both student associations talked to President Allan Rock, Victor Simon (Vice-President, Resources) and other members of the administration of the University of Ottawa about issues such as tuition fees, space for students in the University Center, the GSAÉD 13th Interdisciplinary Conference, and commercialization.

SECTION 2 – ONGOING PROJECTS

a) Health Plan Survey


We have gathered and summarized the answers graduate students have sent to us. We are still waiting for the SFUO survey to take place before taking further action.
b) Online applications for APFs, Emergency loans and ILLs

Since GSAÉD changed server a lot of information was lost in these online applications. GSAÉD and CFS (Canadian Federation of Students), who provide our new server, are still working on repairing the online tools so that they will be completely functional as soon as possible.

c) APF

The new zone map (that agrees with the FGPS zone map and amounts) is now the only one on our website.


So far we have 60 applications, which I am filing manually.

d) Emergency Loans


We have 9 unsettled e-loans from this academic year and one from the previous academic year. I am still following them.
e) Manual for the next Finance Commissioner


I repeat. I have finished preparing the Finance Commissioner Guide!!!

This Guide is for the future persons on this position. The purpose of it is that they will have something written to direct them in their tasks. This will also ensure a good transition on this position. Monique Lalonde, our auditor, and Lucie Morin (Executive Coordinator), as well as Federico Carvajal (External Commissioner in the year 2008-2009 and current CFS Ontario representative), helped me a great deal on preparing this guide.
SECTION 3 – REGULAR TASKS

a) Paying and recording different kinds of bills and expenses (for office supplies, departmental disbursements, APF, E-loans, Visa, Subsidies… etc)

b) Depositing cheques at the bank and recording deposits

c) Managing Payrolls and Tax payments

d) Monitoring GSAÉD finances

e) Monitoring the GSAÉD Health Plan

